
Altering your Google Sites appearance. 

A ‘Theme’ is the basic set of colours and fonts. Menu Manage Site / Colors and Fonts allows you to change themes and to adjust Colors, Fonts 
and base graphics.  A site has many parts to it as shown on the next page.  You select the relevant part from the menu.  The menus to 
investigate are: 

 ‘More / Site Actions / Manage Site’, sub menus ‘Site Layout’ and ‘Colors and Themes’.  

 Also a new menu ‘More / Edit Site Layout’ 

Step 4: IMPORTANT. If you want to 

keep the changes you’ve made then 
make sure to click Save. (Or click 
Cancel to discard any changes) 

Step 1. Lists all the 

standard Google Sites 
themes. Try each one and 
it will show in the preview 
pane. (Or click the Browse 
More Themes’ button to 
list lots of themes by 
other people.) 

Preview pane shows 
changes you’ve made 

Step 2: Select which 

part of your page 
you want to change 

Step 3: Adjust the 

settings for the part 
you’ve selected 

This resets all your changes 
back to the default for that 
theme.  Then click Save or 
Cancel. 

Lists lots of other themes that you can 
try.  Many people have designed 
themes and made then available for 
sharing. Definitely worth a visit. 



Altering your Google Sites appearance. 

Some of the ‘parts’ of a Google site.  The unshaded callouts relate to menu More / Manage Site / Colors and Fonts  

Page Background 
Color OR Image 

Page Wrapper Background 
Image overwrites  the 
background color or image but 
just on the sides. You can select 
several combinations of sides 
and positions 

Site Title Font, Size and 
Color  applies to just the 
text in this header part 

Site Header background 
and color.  You can have 
both but you need to 
size the graphic. 

Page Font lets you select 
from many fonts.  It applies 
to all areas eg header, 
sidebar, body etc, unless 
‘overridden’ by font 
settings for specific areas 

Content Area has plenty of 
settings for fonts, colors, 
background etc. Navigation Gadget 

Sidebar Gadget has many 
settings, eg colour, image, 
divider 

Horizontal Navigation area 
has dropdown menus 

Custom Footer area 
menu ‘More / Manage 
Site/ Edit Site Layout’ 

Links to Sub Page 
show/hide under menu 
‘More / Page Settings’ 

Page Title show/hide 
under menu ‘More / Page 
Settings’ 

System Footer show/hide 
parts under menu ‘More / 
Manage Site/ Site Layout’ 

Sidebar. Add/Hide gadgets via 
menu ‘More / Manage Site/ 
Site Layout’ 

Header. Change logo, size and 
alignment  via menu ‘More / 
Manage Site/ Site Layout’ 

Search Box. Change 
settings  via menu 
‘More / Manage Site/ 
Site Layout’ 

Page Link color changes the 
colors of any hyperlinks. 
Page visited link color is the 
color to show which pages 
you have visited. 


